AHPC Viper

nfortunately, we didn’t fly to

Australia to test the Viper -

brown murky water and grey

skies are a giveaway - it's the
Thames Estuary on a Force 6 day! What’s
more the wind was gusty, blowing
cross-offshore from the Whitstable
shoreline with the tide helping to create a
lumpy sea. Darren Bundock and his
partner Carolijn Brouwer had come for
the Forts Race, an annual long distance
catamaran challenge organised by
Whitstable YC.

‘Bundy’ is a legend who has won more
international cat events than any other
sailor, while Carolijn is without doubt the
world’s fastest lady on a cat and races on
equal terms with the fastest men. The
lack of cat class in the 2012 Olympics
prompted Darren and Carolijn to set up
2B Sailing, a new business to market the
new Formula 18 C2 and Formula 16 Viper
in Europe. Both cats are produced by
Australian High Performance Catamarans,

Jeremy Evans tests the Viper, a 16t rocketship designed
and built in Australia, with catsailing legend and multiple
world champion Darren Bundock...

run by the father and son team of Greg
and Brett Goodall who design and build
the whole package, including rig and
sails, as well as racing their own designs
at top level.

Design and build

The Viper was designed to fit the
Formula 16 measurement rule, a scaled-
down version of Formula 18 with more
liberal attitudes to lightweight
construction. Unlike F18, which has been
a massive success, F16 has never caught
on in a big way and the best future for
the Viper is as a 16ft one-design. Sales
have taken off this year, with more than
100 Vipers sold across four continents,
helped by 2B selling 26 new boats in
France and hoping to make the Viper a
major European class with ISAF
recognition. Looking further ahead,
Carolijn believes the Viper would make a
perfect Olympic cat for women, as well as
being a great ISAF multihull youth class

Specifications |

Design: Greg Goodall
Builder: Australian ngh
Performance Catamarans
Construction: Epoxy foam
sandwich hulls,

aluminium beans

Length: 5m
Beam: 2.5(ﬁ
Weight: 129kg sloop; 125kg unj
Sail area: Mainsail: 15sg m
Jib: 3.7sq m

Spinnaker: 17.5sq m

SCHRS: 1.035 sloop; 1.007 unj.
Price: £14,050 (€16,500)

for both sexes. Put simply, they have big
aspirations for the Viper.

The Viper is smaller and considerably
lighter than a Formula 18. Two adults can
lift and carry the boat for a short
distance, it takes less space to park and is
that much easier to launch and retrieve
from the water. Rigging the mast is also
easier, because it’s shorter and lighter, as
is pulling up sails. All this makes for a
user-friendly boat, particularly well suited
to lighter weight crews.

AHPC have a reputation for excellent
construction and well-sorted boats. Hulls
are epoxy foam sandwich, which helps
provide the best compromise between
long-term durability and light weight. The









